DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"PETER, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST”   

1 PETER

MAY 28 –JUNE 3, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – It with great excitement that we begin our verse by verse study of the Epistle (letter) of 1 Peter.  We start with an introduction to this letter by looking at some biographical information about the man, the Apostle, Peter.  Our study this week will center around the first phrase of 1 Peter 1:1, “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  Please pray for me as I study to preach this wonderful letter given to us by the Spirit of God through the pen of Peter and Sylvanius (Silas) his apparent secretary (5:12).  I also encourage you to pray that we would all learn together from this Epistle valuable truths God has for us.  Read 1 Peter 1:1-2.  

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word this week and, Lord willing, the weeks to come.

MONDAY – We are all somewhat familiar with this man, Peter.  His original name was Simon (Greek) or Simeon (Hebrew) (Mark 1:16, John 1:40-42).  We will learn that Jesus gave him the name “Cephas” or “Peter” which means “rock”.  Peter was a fisherman by trade, had a fishing business, and was from Bethsaida (John 1:44) and then apparently relocated to Capernaum (Mark 1:21,29).  We also learn from Scripture that Peter was married and apparently took his wife along with him in his ministry (Mark 1:29-31, 1 Corinthians 9:5).  This man was just like us, a normal, sinful, working man with a family.  God by His sovereign plan and providence chooses to use us weak “claypots” (2 Corinthians 4:7) to do His work and be recipients of His grace. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that He has graciously chosen those of us that are His elect to experience His grace and love, and serve Him. 

TUESDAY – This normal man Peter was called by Christ to follow Him as one of the original twelve disciples (Mark 1:16-18).  As our text indicates in 1 Peter 1, he was appointed by Christ to be an apostle (Matthew 10:2, Mark 3:14-16).  We find that Peter was equal with all the apostles and yet He was unique in that he was their leader, “a leader among equals.”  In all the lists of the apostles in Scripture, Simon Peter’s name always appears first.  As an interesting footnote you will notice that in the lists of the disciples in Scripture there are always distinct groups of men, sometimes a variance in their order, but always the same—three groups of four—Peter is always named first and Judas Iscariot is always named last (Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:13-16, Acts 1:13). 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you use your giftedness, if you are His child, to help build up the body.  Understand that all true believers have spiritual giftedness and we are all to use this God-given ability, even though we may do this in different ways. 

WEDNESDAY – We find one of the greatest stories involving Peter in Matthew 16:13-20.  It was here that Peter responds to a question from Christ to the twelve.  Here we see an example of Peter’s leadership because he was the spokesman for the twelve.  This passage of Scripture holds some incredible, deep truth concerning the work of God in the human heart.  In response to Christ’s question, “who do you say that I am?,” Peter responds with an incredible statement of fact, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  We read further that Christ explains that it was God the Father who opened Peter’s heart to this truth.  This was Peter’s confession of personal faith, granted to Him by the divine work of regeneration in his heart.  It is God who generously grants the gift of faith to His elect (Ephesians 2:8-9).  What a comfort and an incredible reality to know that it is God in His sovereign grace Who gives faith to His chosen ones to believe in Christ. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: If you are one of God’s true children, take time to express your thanks and gratitude today and ask God to help you continue to glorify Him.

THURSDAY – The book of Acts contains the wonderful testimony of the faithfulness of Peter to the Lord marked by his obedience to Christ concerning Christ’s church.  We read of the great sermons preached by Peter and how God used him as an instrument in building and edifying the early church.    

Peter definitely obeyed Christ’s commands of John 21 to “feed My sheep and tend My lambs.”  Read the record of Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:14-39 and remember this is the man who had betrayed Jesus and was now fulfilling the meaning of his name given to him from Christ—the “rock.” 

 What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Search your heart today and ask God to help you be a bolder and brighter witness of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life. 

FRIDAY – Peter, this “unlearned fisherman” (Acts 4:13), became a mighty man of God through the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in his heart.  Tradition says that Peter was forced to watch as his wife was crucified and that he encouraged her with the words, “Remember the Lord.”  Peter was then crucified himself and he was crucified upside down at his request, for he said he was not worthy to be crucified like his Lord.  With those thoughts in minds, read 1 Peter 4:17-19. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: May the Lord Almighty grant us strength to be the type of men and women who love Christ more than anything, including this life itself. 

SATURDAY – As we have looked briefly at this man “Peter, the apostle of Jesus Christ,” I pray your hearts have been stirred to live a life like his, devoted to our glorious Lord.  Remember, Peter was just a man like us and we, by God’s grace and our obedience to Him and His Word, can be an example and witness for Jesus as he was.  I can hardly wait to dive into this great Epistle together and learn from God’s Word what He has for us.  Read 1 Peter 3:8-12 and take the Word of God to heart.  Meditate on this glorious piece of Scripture that this apostle quoted from Psalm 34. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Dear God, help us to truly know You and to love You and glorify You forever, Amen.

